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Al Gore on clean coal—it doesn’t exist! 

“Well, I, I think we should have a shift in our tax system, and I think we should tax 
what we burn and not what we earn, and I think we should take account of the 
incredibly expensive environmental costs that go into burning coal and oil.  I also 
think that the coal and oil industries can play a big role in this if they will make 
good on the promise that carbon capture and sequestration will be real.  Right now, 
there’s no demonstration project, there’s nothing real about it.  The, the phrase 
clean coal is a contradiction in terms.  There’s no such thing as clean coal now.  
But the industry knows that with an all-out push toward capturing the CO2 and 
burying it safely, that can be done.” (Al Gore, Meet the Press interview, July 20, 2008. 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/25761899/)  

 


